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The Honoreble Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Fedemal Commumications Comyission AUG 2 ] 2007
445 12® Street SW U )
w DC 20554 FEDERAL COMMUNICATICRS COMMISSION
Dear Chairman Powell: OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

RANKING,
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Quwest will soon submit an application to the Federal Communications Commission for
permission to enter the long distance market in Jowa. 1 urge the FCC's expeditious cansideration
of the merits of this application.

One of major goels and promises of the Telecornrmunications Act of 1996 was to encourage
broader competition among telecommmumications companies, and thus, 1o benefit consumers
fhrough better service and a wider array of choices. In exchange for opening the doors for looal
competition, the Regional Bell companies, upon meeting the 14-point checklist, were to be
ellowad to provide long distance service.

It has been ¢ long tims coming, but from the information I have received, ] xm excited and very
hopefial that Iowa consurners are on the verge of resping these benefits of the '96 Aot It is my
understanding that the Iowa Utilities Board is about to complete it's testing and review of Qwest’s
uctivitieg related to each of the 14 competitive points outlined in the Act end thus far has
concluded that Qwest has conditionally met those requircrnonts.

I'hope you fully sppreciate the unique challenges md obstacles facing rural America in its efforts
to henefit from same high-quality, state-afithe art telscommmmications services that coms far
sasier to our urban neighbars, Consumers from sparsely-populated regions ave separated by long
distmees, which understandably make services more expensive. Opening up our markets to more
providers and competition will help assure rural Americans are not left behind,

Therefore, your serious consideration and efforts to expedite this applicetion is greatly
appreciated.

mml?.

C‘hztles E. Grassley
United Stau Senator
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